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About Us 

Who is BiddingForGood? 

Leading online auction solution provider for schools and nonprofits since 2003. 
  

Who is PTO Today? 

The #1 resource for PTO & PTA leaders, offering free tools and expert advice to 

help your parent group build involvement and run successful fundraisers and events. 



4,700 schools 

Online 
fundraising 

auctions 

Schools have 
reached 250K 

bidders on 
our platform 

Schools have 
raised over 
$50 million 

We Heart Schools 



What We Will Discuss 

Why Online Auctions 

How Online Auctions Work 

Planning an Online Auction 

Promoting an Online Auction 

Centralizing Auction Intelligence 



Why Online Auctions 

Extend your fundraiser beyond one night 

Expand your reach beyond event attendees 

Branded auction website provides 

money-raising features: 
• Pre-event promotion 

• Sponsorships 

• Cash donation 

• Ticket sales 

• Refer-a-friend 
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Pros of an Auction Event 

Why auctions 
are a great 

option: 

Excitement and buzz 
surrounding your 

event 

Opportunity to 
involve family & 

friends 

Tap the household 
budget vs. charitable 

giving budget 

Tried and true 
method of 
fundraising 



Auction Technology 

Old           New 

 Social distractions 
 
 Attendance challenging 
 
 Subject to weather 
 
 Long checkout lines 
 
 Limited exposure for  
      sponsors & donors 
 
 Awkward ending 

Broader reach 

Anywhere, anytime availability 

Suite of planning tools for 
organization & efficiency 

Run multiple auctions 

In-room mobile bidding 
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Include Everyone 

Overcome obstacles like: 

Time 

Location 

Weather 

Scheduling conflicts 

Family obligations 

Babysitters 

Online auctions make it easy for your entire community to participate! 
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How It Works 

Build your catalog 

Build your auction 

Publish your auction home page 

Promote your event 
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Planning an Online Auction 
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1. Recruiting volunteers 
2. Setting a goal 
3. Promoting your 
     fundraiser 



Planning for Success 

  
How much time do you have? 
 

How many volunteers do you have? 
 

How much has your school raised in the past? 
  

HINT: Work with your team! 
Brainstorm ideas, ask questions and 
track small successes along the way to 
your final goal. Reward your team 
when milestones are achieved! 
 

Setting realistic goals 



Recruiting & Managing Volunteers 

Assess your needs – Where do you need help? 

 

Organization – How do you keep volunteers motivated? 

  
 

TIP: Creating different “roles” for volunteers will  
attract more people with different skill sets and 
interests. Through organized volunteer management,  
you can determine level of commitment and encourage 
volunteers to take ownership of their designated 
responsibilities. 
 



Help When You Need It 

The 
Auction 
Experts 

Professional 
Auction 

Consultant 

Technical 
Assistance 

Available by 
phone, email 
or online chat 

Customer 
satisfaction 

rating 98.5% 

 

 

Got support? 
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Inside an Online Auction: 
An Auction Administrator’s View 
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Auction Homepage: Participant’s View 

Auction 
progress 
overview 

Action 
buttons to 

participate in 
the auction 

Social 
media 

buttons for 
sharing 

Easy to 
recognize 

school 
banner & 

colors 

Sponsor 
logos and 

links 

Featured 
items 

Sponsor 
logos and 

links 



Promote Your Online Auction 

Promotion Email lists 

Website 

Signs 

Flyers Community 
message 
boards 

Local media 
outlets 

Social 
media 



  
Tell Your Story 

 
HINT: As a school, you have the 
best storytelling assets at your 
fingertips – the kids! 
 

Compelling 
storytelling 

requires a few 
key elements: 

Authentic tie 
to school & 
fundraising 

mission 

Truly 
engaged 

community 

Impassioned 
“ask”  



Tips from the Fundraising Pros 
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Acquiring & 
supporting 

new donors: 
5 tips 

1. Ask early 
& often. 

“Squeaky 
wheel.” 

2. Ask and you shall 
receive! Always 

include a suggested 
donation in your ask. 

3. Don’t confuse 
the issue; use 

direct language.  

4. Devil is 
in the 

details. 

5. Find 
special ways 

to say 
thanks. 

Bonus tip: Need items? Check out PTO 
Today’s message boards for donation ideas! 
 

http://www.ptotoday.com/udl  



Centralize Intelligence 

Benefits of 
centralizing 

your 
intelligence 

Learn the 
rules (and 

when to break 
them) 

Build 
institutional 
knowledge 

Refine 
process over 

time 

Track the 
effect of 

various factors 



Outside Factors that Influence Results 

 Timing 

 Economic climate 

 Current affairs/national or global events 

 Audience 

 Media 

 Previous communications, or appeals, received from your 
school or donor’s response to previous appeals 

 Communications received from other organizations (about 
which you generally have no control or knowledge)  



Learn from Others 

Orion School 
• Live/silent auction event grows each year; $35K to $65K in a few years 

 

Sunridge Waldorf Charter School 
• Added major auction  four years ago 
• Auction is  now their single-biggest fundraiser 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Questions?  #OAsuccess 

@BiddingForGood                @PTOToday 

Get Your Free eBook!! 
www.biddingforgood.com/k12ebook 

Thank  you for joining us! 

Connect with PTO Today: 
 

http://www.ptotoday.com/auctions 
http://www.facebook.com/PTOToday 

Connect with BiddingForGood: 
 

http://www.biddingforgood.com/online-auction-services 
http://www.facebook.com/bidding4good 


